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The G20 nations have been found to
be lagging in this respect. Over half
of the world's poor (who earn less
than $1.25 a day) live in the develop-
ing countries, which are members of
G20 countries with high and growing
levels of inequality being a common
feature in such countries. According
to Standardized World Income
Inequality Database, 2012 just four
G20 countries (Korea, Brazil,
Mexico and Argentina) have been
able to reduce in income inequality,
in the last 20 years. Not only
income, wealth (assets) is even
more unequally distributed than
income in these G20 countries. In
US, top wealthiest 1% possesses
40% of the nation's wealth whereas
the bottom 80% own only 7%
(Washington Times, January, 2014).
Income and wealth inequality howev-

er tells part of the story. Prevailing
social norms that limit women's
access to assets, income, and deci-
sion-making is one of the major con-
straints in moving towards an equal
society. 
India's role in G20
India made a radical break in 1991
from its past policies and started a
process of opening up to trade and
foreign investment. Since the eco-
nomic liberalization in 1990s, which
led to average annual economic
growth rates of 6-7%, India marked
its presence in the global economic
arena. Along with Brazil, Mexico and
South Africa, India became an impor-
tant economy of South. This has also
led to its increased partnership with
important players in the world, and an
active engagement with several mul-
tilateral forums like G20. As a mem-
ber of G20, India's leaders have

voiced their opinion regarding rebal-
ancing global governance through
the reform of international financial
institutions like World Bank and IMF,
checking external macroeconomic
imbalances, scrutinizing protectionist
measures, widening of G20 agenda
to include development issues etc. In
the last G20 summit (September,
2013) the Indian Prime Minister, Dr.
Manmohan Singh, has pointed out
that 'rapid growth will have little
meaning, however, unless social and
economic inequalities, which still
afflict our society, are not eliminated
quickly and effectively'. Thus, there is
an immediate need for giving priority
to the reduction of inequalities as a
path to more balanced economic
recovery. However, the official G20
agenda for the Australia summit,
2014 is restricted to economic devel-
opment with sustainable growth, job

creation, and open trade. In the
agenda, 'Development' is defined as
creating conditions for developing
countries to attract infrastructure
investment, strengthening tax system
and improving access to financial
services. Important aspects like social
infrastructure, gender, poverty etc. are
completely missing from this G20 dis-
course. India, being a vibrant democra-
cy, should take the lead in incorporating
equity and sustainability as the primary
agenda of G20 dialogue.
What is needed is a collective com-
mitment from all member countries
towards eradication of poverty and
inequality. Public policies aimed at
redistribution can pave the way for
sustainable growth.
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and production of floricultural
products. These small and
marginal farmers have little
knowledge about the technical
aspects and cost effective
method of farming floriculture. 
Government of India ini-
tiatives for boosting
floriculture
The Government of India has
urged the European
Community to cut down the
current import rate on Indian
cut flowers to make them
more economically attractive
in the European markets. It's
also considering duty exemp-
tion on imported material
required for Green House
and tissue culture laborato-
ries. Apart from vying for an
air freight subsidy for cut

flower exports, it's also seek-
ing exemption of EOUs from
various custom duty regula-
tions. Import duty on various
floriculture-related materials
has either been waived or
reduced significantly.
Floriculture units exporting
half of their produce are
allowed duty-free imports. 
Conclusions
Government of India has
identified floriculture as a
sunrise industry and
accorded it 100% export
oriented status. Owing to
steady increase in demand
of various classes of flow-
ers, floriculture has
become one of the impor-
tant commercial trades in
agriculture. Hence com-
mercial floriculture has
emerged as hi-tech activi-
ty-taking place under con-

trolled climatic conditions
inside greenhouse.
Floriculture in India is being
viewed as a high growth
Industry. It has been found
that commercial floriculture
has higher potential per unit
area than most of the field

crops and is therefore a lucra-
tive business. Indian floriculture
industry has been shifting from
traditional flowers to cut flowers
for export purposes. The liberal-

ized economy has given an
impetus to the Indian entrepre-
neurs for establishing export ori-
ented floriculture units under
controlled climatic conditions.
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The government has decided to impose President's rule in Andhra Pradesh and keep the
Assembly in suspended animation. The decision was taken at a meeting of the Union
Cabinet held on Feb 28 to discuss political situation in Andhra Pradesh. The move comes
in the wake of the resignation of Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Kiran Kumar Reddy fol-
lowing the government's decision to bifurcate the state. Andhra Pradesh Governor E.S.L.
Narasimhan will hold the charge during the period of President's rule.
The Cabinet has approved amendment of the Conduct of the Election Rules, 1961 and
revised the limit of election expenditure incurred by a candidate for Parliamentary
Constituencies to Rs.70 lakh in all States except Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Sikkim,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu,
Lakshdweep and Puducherry which has been kept at Rs.54 lakh. This is due to the
increase in the number of electors, polling stations as well as the increase in the cost infla-
tion index. In case of assembly constituencies, the maximum limit has been increased to
Rs.28 lakh in all States except Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura and Puducherry where it will be Rs.20 lakh.
About 10 per cent of the voters during this Lok Sabha election are likely to be first-time vot-
ers, possibly the highest in any election, electoral data show. Summary revision data
released by the Election Commission show that 2.3 crore people in the 18-19 age bracket
have been enrolled to vote, out of a total electorate of 81.5 crore. There were 12 crore peo-
ple in the 15-19 age group at the time of the 2011 census were too young to vote in 2009,
but will be eligible to do so in 2014. 
Odia has became the sixth language of the country to get the "classical language" status,
after the Union Cabinet conceded a long-pending demand for putting it in the same league
as Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam. Odia is billed as the first language
from the Indo-Aryan linguistic group, and the case for making it a classical language was
also premised on the fact that it had no resemblance to Hindi, Sanskrit, Bengali and Telugu. 
Mr. Rishang Keishing, 94, India's oldest parliamentarian, has called it a day. Mr. Keishing
has had a chequered political career, getting elected four times to Parliament, twice to the
Rajya Sabha. A heavyweight in Manipur politics, he became Chief Minister four times.
Navy Chief Admiral D.K. Joshi has resigned, owning "moral responsibility for accidents and
incidents during the past few months. His resignation came hours after a fire on board the
newly refitted INS Sindhuratna, leaving two officers missing and injuring seven. 
India on Feb 24th successfully flight tested Akash, the indigenously designed developed
and produced Surface to Air missile for the Indian Army, at the Integrated Test Range here.
These were part of a series of trials being conducted in various engagement modes from
the first of Production Model system being produced to equip two regiments of Indian Army.
Both flights destroying a target in receding ting mode, as well as the one conducted on
February 21, destroying an approaching target, fully met the mission objectives and few
more trials are planned in different engagement modes.
Despite a steady improvement in the sex ratio of India's electorate, there are still more male
voters being registered than female voters, newly released election data show. Women
formed just 41 per cent of first-time voters aged 18-19, though they make up 47 per cent
of the population in that age group. Summary election data released by the Election
Commission shows 96 lakh women aged 18-19 have been registered to vote, compared
with 1.4 crore male voters.
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