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Placements in media and science
communication agencies
Trained science communicators are get-
ting good placements as science reporter,
copy editor and TV producer in electronic
and print media. They are getting attrac-
tive jobs in PR agencies, corporate hous-
es, national &international NGOs and
other organizations working in the area of
science, technology, environment, health,
agriculture, rural and development com-
munication.  Students may establish their
own production house for production of
science documentaries as science film
maker.
Government organisations, PSUs, sci-
ence laboratories, R & D centres, science
museums and science centers are also
offering the jobs of Education Officer,
Scientist (science communication) and
Public Relation Officer. 
Research in science communication
Universities have started research cours-
es/studies in the area of science & tech-
nology communication.  Ph.D. scholars of
Anna University, Chennai are working in
the areas of science and technology com-
munication include: communicating cli-
mate change; coverage of water crisis in
media; role of radio in communicating sci-
ence; information and communication
technologies in managing coastal disas-
ters; media's role in disaster mitigation;
and public service advertisements in
health communication. Devi Ahilya
University, Indore, M.P. is also offering
Ph.D. in science communication.

Details of science communication
courses offered by Universities
Institutes or centres of Indian Universities
select students for Master level Science
Communication courses as per merit in
written test conducted at institute or cen-
tre level. Following institutes/ coun-
cils/centres are offering courses in
science communication:
1. Institute of Mass Communication

in Science & Technology,
University of Lucknow, Lucknow, U.P.

a. Title of the programme: M.Sc. -
Mass Communication in Science &
Technology

b. Duration: Two years (four semesters)
c. Eligibility for admission: B.Sc, or

B.Tech in any area of science or
technology 

d. No. of seats: 30
e. Website : www.lkouniv.ac.in
2. Department of Media Sciences,

College of Engineering, Guindy, Anna
University, Chennai, Tamil Nadu

a. Title of the programme: M.Sc. -
Science and Technology
Communication

b. Duration: Two years (four semesters)
c. Eligibility for admission: B.Sc./

B.C.A./B.E./B.Tech./B.A.(Journalism)
d. No. of seats: 20 
e. Website: www.annauniv.edu
3. Centre for Science

Communication, School of Future
Studies and Planning, Devi Ahilya
University, Indore, M.P.

a. Title of the programme: M.Sc. in
Science Communication

b. Duration: Two years(four semesters)
c. Eligibility for admission: B.Sc./

B.C.A. with at least second division
d. No. of seats: 20
e. Website: www.csc.dauniv.ac.in

Devi Ahilya University, Indore also
offers P.G. Diploma in Science
Communication through Distance
Education. For more details please
visit website.

4. National Council of Science
Museums (NCSM) in collaboration
with BITS Pilani

a. Title of the programme: MS in
Science Communication

b. Duration: Two years (four semesters)
c. Eligibility for admission: First class

Bachelor Degree in Engineering or
Technology or First class M.Sc.
Degree in Physics, Chemistry or Bio-
Sciences

d. No. of seats: 15 (10 fellowships and
5 departmental seats)

e. Website: www.ncsm.gov.in
5. Centre for Development for

Imaging Technology (C-DIT),
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

a. Title of the programme: Post
Graduate Diploma in Science &
Development Communication

b. Duration: One year (two semesters)
c. Eligibility for admission: Graduate

degree in any subject
d. No. of seats: 10 
e. Website: www.cditcourses.org
6. National Council of Science &

Technology Communication
(NCSTC) in collaboration with Indian
Science Communication Society
(ISCOS), Lucknow, U.P.

a. Title of the degree programme:
Training Course in Science

Journalism
b. Duration: One year (correspon-

dence and on-line education)
c. Eligibility for admission: Graduate

in any subject with three years' work-
experience in science journalism or
science writing

d. No. of seats: 100 each for corre-
spondence and on-line education

e. Website: www.iscos.org
Public understanding of science and
technology can hardly be achieved with-
out availability of adequately trained man-
power.The big challenge in front of sci-
ence communicators is to make science
communication more interesting and
interactive. In this connection Prof. Yash
Pal, renowned scientist and well-known
science communicator, said: "it is true
that a lot is done to promote scientific
knowledge in our country, but it is not
enough. The 'scientific awareness'
spreading process must take place first
and foremost by contextualising the data
and knowledge into the needs of every-
day life. We have to make our communi-
cation more interesting and interactive". 
Science communication courses need
wider publicity and more interaction with
policy makers and job providers to
explore more job opportunities and better
utilisation of trained science communica-
tors in S&T organisations and communi-
cation industry.

(The Author is Scientist 'D', Vigyan
Prasar, an autonomous organisation
under Department of Science &
Technology, Govt. of India, 
Email: nkapoor@vigyanprasar.gov.in)

processes. After the BRICS Finance
Ministers meeting in New Delhi in January
2013, a strong communiqué was
released, with the countries agreeing to
strengthen coordination on issues relating
to taxation. They expressed concern at
the erosion of tax base practices and
even agreed to produce a paper on
issues related to tax base erosion and
profit shifting. But whether there has been
any progress on this is unclear. 

India has played an important role in the
G20, pushing for greater transparency
standards and more effective tax informa-
tion exchange between countries.  With
the current G20/OECD process, India
(and BRICS) has a much bigger responsi-
bility to ensure that developing countries'
voices are heard and taken into account.
As a member of the UN sub-committee on
BEPS, India has an opportunity to lead on
issues of concern to developing countries
and contributing to fairer international tax
rules. 

Conclusion
While the OECD BEPS project can be seen
as a technical project that might only inter-
est tax specialists, the issue of protecting
public revenue is one that concerns citizens
at large. Here it becomes hard to ignore that
the political process of global norm-setting
is often a contested space of differing prior-
ities, capabilities and recommendations
emerging from particular contexts. When
such political processes are led by institu-
tions or forums such as OECD and G20,
which do not enjoy the representation or
legitimacy of a vast majority of countries,

there is a danger that such global standards
can seem imposed on many developing
countries rather than evolving from a con-
sultative process with a sense of ownership.
India, as a powerful developing country that
increasingly enjoys greater leverage in glob-
al forums, has an important role to play to
ensure that the international tax rules are
fair and that such rules are shaped in an
inclusive process. 
[The author works with Centre for Budget
and Governance Accountability (CBGA),
New Delhi (www.cbgaindia.org); she can be
contacted at rpooja@cbgaindia.org]
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The President of India Sh. Pranab Mukherjee presented the highest civilian awards - the
Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri - at an investiture ceremony in New
Delhi at Rashtrapati Bhavan on 31st March. India's second highest civilian award Padma
Vibhushan was presented to noted scientist Dr. Raghunath Anant Mashelkar, while 12 indi-
viduals were decorated with the Padma Bhushan and 53 with the Padma Shri at the cere-
mony attended by Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, Vice President Sh. Hamid Ansari
and several Ministers.
The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment is collaborating with the Delhi Election
Office in making sure that every polling location in the city has a wheelchair available on
voting day. The move follows a series of new initiatives aimed at ensuring a better voting
experience for differently-abled voters. The Election Commission of India has instructed all
State Electoral Officers to provide a female personal security officer to women candidates.
The Reserve Bank of India, on 1st April, kept the indicative policy rate (repo) unchanged
at 8 per cent while taking measures to provide longer term liquidity in the system. It has
also asked banks not to levy penal charges on customers who do not maintain a minimum
balance in basic savings bank accounts.  The Central Bank has adopted the new
Consumer Price Index (CPI) (combined) as the key measure of inflation. Earlier, it had
given more weightage to Wholesale Price Index (WPI) than CPI as the key measure of
inflation for all policy purposes.
Communications satellite INSAT-3E has completed its life and gone out of service. Built to
last 15 years, it has completed ten-and-a-half years in orbit. The third-generation satellite
was launched in September 2003 with 36 transponders 24 C-band and 12 extended C-
band transponders but only 25 of them have been working since 2009.
The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has granted permission to cable opera-
tors to hike rates of cable TV in non-digitised areas. Starting mid-April, the hike will be
passed on to consumers, mainly in non-metros and small towns, in two phases.
Former Norwegian premier Jens Stoltenberg was named the next NATO chief on 28th
March, stepping in to take over from current Secretary- General Anders Fogh Rasmussen
at a key moment in Europe. "Mr. Stoltenberg will assume his functions as Secretary
General as from 1st October 2014, when Mr. Fogh Rasmussen's term expires.
To meet an anticipated rush, the United States has made elaborate arrangements for
receiving applications for its much-coveted H-1B visas. The U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services are determining from on 1st April the allocation of the visas highly
popular among IT professionals through computerised draw of lots. 
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NOTICE REGARDING WINDOW ADVTS
Employment News is mandated to provide detailed information related to jobs/training/edu-
cational opportunities to the unemployed youth from all parts including the remotest areas
of the country.
In accordance with the government guidelines, advertisers are requested to send detailed
advertisement which includes information on the number of posts, age, educational qualifi-
cation, experience and mode of submission of application etc. for publication in EN/RS to
help applicants get a full picture of the concerned vacancy. Incomplete, sketchy or ambigu-
ous advertisements are not accepted by EN for publication.


