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PARIS ACCORD : NEW HOPE FOR GREENER FUTURE
Dr. M.A. Haque

T

hough climate change is considered a recent
phenomenon, its roots are more than 150 years
old. In 1820s, French scientist Joseph Fourier was
trying to understand the factors affecting Earth's
temperature. Fourier realised that atmosphere was
playing a crucial role. In 1861, the Irish Scientist
John Tyndall demonstrated that methane and carbon dioxide could trap heat within the atmosphere
while Swedish, Physicist Svante Arrhenius provided
numerical estimates of temperature changes due to
doubling of CO2 in the atmosphere. Joseph Kincer
suggested in 1933 that temperature in individual
cities was rising. In 1938 Guy Stewart Callendar
gave evidence of 0.3°C rise in global temperatures
over the previous 50 years. He suggested that the
same was mainly due to CO2 release from fossil
fuels. In 1961, Callendar updated his estimates for
global temperatures. The current understanding
matches their findings.
Now there is a consensus that human activities
have been affecting the climate. It is also being
acknowledged that nations contributing least to the
problem would be affected the most. There were
typhoons in Philippines and India, droughts in
Africa, threats to island nations from rising sea. The
Sea level has risen by 15 cm since 1949. The reasons are obvious. While on one hand the carbon
dioxide emission has increased from
14.9
Gigatonnes in 1970 to 35.6 Gigatonnes in 2015, on
the other hand, the forest cover (which helps in
absorbing CO2) has shrunk from 4.7 billion hectares
in 1949 to 714.9 million hectares in 2015.
Recent Initiatives:
In 1988 Inter governmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) was set up by the World

Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United
Nations Environment Program (UNEP) to prepare
Assessment Reports on Climate Change and its
impact based on scientific information. Five
Assessment Reports have been presented by
IPCC. Leaving few aberrations, the IPCC Reports
have by and large established the role of human
activities in bringing about Climate Change. Various
meetings and Conferences have been held to

resolve the issue without any success. Later, a
warning was issued that if the present situation continues, average temperature of Earth may rise by
4ºC in near future. That would be catastrophic for
the earth. Consensus was reached to keep the
global temperature rise to 2ºC or less through global cooperation. In this backdrop, the 21st
Conference of Parties started in Paris.
Paris Developments: Initially, there were differ-

ences among the participating countries. However,
on 12th December 2015, 196 nations reached a
landmark Accord. Nearly every country has committed to lower the emissions of greenhouse gases to
control the most drastic Climate Change. Initial
demand that only developed economies could take
action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions was
sacrificed. The present accord requires action in
some form from every country. United Nations
Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon, said "This is truly
a historic moment. For the first time, we have a truly
universal agreement on climate change."
The historic climate accord at Paris has paved the
way for leveling out the persistent increase in
Carbon dioxide, CO2 emissions, which started with
Industrial Revolution. The approval of text of the
agreement by 196 nations will lead to reduction in
emission of greenhouse gases by about 50 per
cent, which can further stave off increase in atmospheric temperature by 2 degree Celsius. The Accord
signals global markets to shift their investments
from traditional sources of energy like coal, oil and
gas to zero-CO2 energy sources like wind, solar
and nuclear power. Five years ago, a similar deal
was impossible. However, the situation seems to be
changing. The Paris agreement after ratification by
nations is to be signed in April 2016 at the United
Nations in New York.
Earlier, the 2009 Copenhagen Climate Change
summit had failed as countries could not iron out
their differences. Most of them believed that
Climate Change was a problem for future generations. Now the situation is different as scientific studies have confirmed that impact of Climate Change
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L

aw is being pursued as a promising career by more
and more students today. Traditionally, world over
lawyers have been at the forefront in shaping the future of
countries and companies alike. Most popular leaders in the
past and the present have pursued Law at some point of
time in their lives.
Since the time the legal education was considered an
important component of the legal profession, an act was
passed by the parliament. Under the Act, the Bar Council
of India is the supreme regulatory body to regulate the
legal profession in India and
also to ensure the compliance
of the laws and maintenance
of professional standards by
the legal profession in the
country.
Bar Council of India instituted upon an experiment in
terms of establishing specialized law universities solely
devoted to legal education
and thus to raise the academic standards of legal profession in India. This decision was taken somewhere in 1985
and thereafter, the first law University in India was set up in
Bangalore which was named as the National Law School
of India University (popularly 'NLS'). These law universities
were meant to offer a multi-disciplinary and integrated
approach to legal education. It was ,therefore, for the first
time that a law degree other than LL.B. or B.L. was granted in India. NLS offered a five years law course upon the
successful completion of which an integrated degree with
the title of "B.A.,LL.B. (Honours)" would be granted.
Thereafter, other law universities were set up, all offering
five years integrated law degree with different nomencla-

ture. Most of the premium universities in the country today
offer admission of students after their Class 12th and
based on an entrance test.
Since the time National Law Universities were set up,
law today is completely different from what it used to be a
decade ago. People no longer assume that Law is for
those who can't get into any other course. The National
Law Universities (NLUs) of India today offer jobs that are
at par with graduates of the IITs and the IIMs. A degree in
law from the NLUs arms
you with all the requisite
skills required in the profession and offers a plethora of
opportunities suited to
every student's personality.
Today, practising as an
advocate in court draped in
black and white is not the
only option left after you
complete your law course.
Fields such as Corporate
Law, Intellectual Property
Rights, Taxation, etc have
emerged as promising
career avenues after law graduation. Corporate houses
are spending heavily to hire specialised lawyers for providing legal aid. Law firms are shelling out as high as Rs. 10
lakh to Rs. 14 lakh to recruit fresh law graduates from the
NLUs, and things only get better as one progresses in
one’s career.
The growing popularity of these NLUs and Law as a
career is further manifested by the manifold increase in the
number of applicants writing the major law entrance exams
every year, primarily the Common Law Admission Test
(CLAT).
Continued on page 40
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PARIS ACCORD ...
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has already started adding to woes of
the present generation itself. Flooding
in Miami, droughts and water shortages in China are some of the examples of changing climate.
The Paris Accord is the outcome of
several factors including shifts in the
domestic policies and relationships
between United States and China, the
two largest greenhouse gas emitters.
Also, India has shown maturity in not
sticking to its earlier stand of total
exemption. The final Accord did not fully
satisfy everyone and some developing
nations have expressed their concerns.
The Poorer nations wanted a legally
binding provision that rich countries
provide minimum of $100 billion a year
to help them adapt to climate change
and mitigate its impact. In the final document, $100 billion amount finds men-

LAW AS A ...

Continued from page 1

Some of the required personal
traits for a career in Law are: (a)Good
communication
skills
(b)Quick
responsiveness, excellent memory
(c)Open, flexible mind (d)Good
authoritative leadership qualities
(e)Logical reasoning (f)Good listening
and powerful oratorical skills (g)Out of
the box thinking ability (h)Knowledge
of all statutes, rules and regulations,
and notifications and (i)Patience, as
some cases can drag on endlessly.
Who are the recruiters?
Some of the major recruiters from
NLUs are law firms, corporate and the
judiciary.
Private Law firms and . foreign
law firms come regularly to NLUs
for recruitments.Corporates: ITC
Ltd, IBM, Infosys, etc.
Judiciary: The Indian judiciary is
evolving rapidly. The need for able
and well-read advocates will
increase exponentially in the coming years. There is also a shortage of judges in India, which will
be solved in the future by the law
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tion in the preamble but not in the legally binding part.
Future Expectations: It is expected that emissions will get reduced by
50 per cent if the Paris Accord is
implemented. However, the national
plans will vary in scope and ambition.
Although every country is required to
bring a plan, there is no legal requirement saying how they will reduce the
emission and by how much. The crux
is that the emission levels are to be
cut down by all signatories. The countries will also be required to meet
every five years, starting from 2020,
with their updated plans to further
tighten their emission levels. Every
five years from 2023 onwards, the
countries will publicly report on how
they are cutting emissions with reference to their plans and as per a universal accounting system. Although
Individual country's plans are voluntary, these plans are legally required

to be monitored, verified and reported
publicly. This will ensure that suitable
environment is created for implementation of the Paris Accord.
India, China and the Accord: India
and China have welcomed the Paris
Accord. These are world's two most
populous countries. Prime Minister
Mr. Narendra Modi has hailed the
Accord and tweeted that "Outcome of
Paris agreement has no winners or
losers. Climate justice has won and
we are all working towards a greener
future," Mr Prakash Javadekar, the
Minister of State for Environment, said
"What we have adopted is not only an
agreement, but we have written a new
chapter of hope in the lives of seven
billion people on the planet." He
praised that the Accord was based on
the principles of climate justice and
common but differentiated responsibilities. China's envoy said the Accord
indicated that the nations were

"marching historic steps forward."
Earlier, Beijing and New Delhi had different views from developed nations
in the UN climate forum. This time
with other developing nations, they
have resisted moves to levy difficult
emission-reducing obligations upon
them. Also, they have got assurances
of finance from rich nations.
Similar issues had resulted in failures,
earlier. Sharp differences among the
countries have been sorted out substantially at Paris. The Accord further
tries to start new market mechanism
allowing CO2 reductions trade
between nations. India is likely to
make financial gains by trading the
benefits from solar power plants, it is
planning.
(The author writes on environmental issues, views expressed are his
personal
e-mail: asrarulhaque@hotmail.com)

graduates of today.
About CLAT
The Common Law Admission Test
(CLAT) is a centralised test conducted
by the National Law Universities in
India for admission to the 17 NLUs.
The test is taken after the Higher
Secondary Examination or the XIIth
standard for admission to integrated
undergraduate programs in Law, or
after graduation in Law for Master of
Laws (LL.M) programs. From 2015
onwards, CLAT is being conducted in
an online format.
Eligibility
Undergraduate courses:
Senior
Secondary
School/
Intermediate (10+2) or its equivalent
certificate from a recognised board
with not less than 45% marks in
aggregate (40% in case of SC and ST
candidates). Students waiting for their
results are also eligible to take the
test.
Postgraduate courses:
LL. B / B. L. degree or an equivalent
degree from a recognised university
with not less than 55% marks in
aggregate (50% in case of SC and ST
candidates). The candidates who

have passed the qualifying degree
examination through supplementary/
compartment and repeat attempts are
also eligible to appear for the test.
Admission to such candidates will
only be granted upon submission of
proof of having passed the qualifying
examination with 55/50% percent
marks on the date of their admission
or within the time allowed by the
respective universities.
Commencement of submission of
application : 1st Jan. 2016 Last date
for submission of duly filled in Online
Application Form 31st March 2016
(11:59 pm) Date of CLAT-2016 Online
Examination 8th May 2016 (3:00 pm
to 5:00 pm)
Pattern of the Test:
It is an online examination with a
duration of 120 Minutes. Based on the
past year pattern the test comprises
200 questions divided into five sections:
Section 1: Verbal Ability- 40
Questions- 1 Mark Each
Section 2: Problem Solving- 20
Questions- 1 Mark Each
Section 3: Legal Aptitude- 50
Questions- 1 Mark Each

Section 4: Reasoning- 40 Questions1 Mark Each
Section 5: General Awareness- 50
Questions- 1 Mark Each
The exam is of 200 marks and each
incorrect answer attracts a penalty of
0.25 Mark.
The pattern is designed to evaluate
the basic aptitude of the student in
pursuing a career in Law. The questions are based on the course content
like basic maths, reasoning skills and
grammar. The legal Aptitude section is
designed to test the basic legal knowledge and legal reasoning.
Some other major Law Exams are
1 AILET Delhi (For NLU Delhi),
Exam Date: 1st May 2016
2 IP University, Delhi,
3 Symbiosis Entrance Test
4 LSAT for Admission to Jindal
Global School of Law
It is highly recommended that students take an early decision on
appearing for the exam and take help
of expert guidance for the same.
(The author is Director, IMS
Learning, New Delhi,
e-mail : www.imsindia.com)
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India and Japan have signed agreements in key areas of defence,
nuclear energy and also building of first bullet train network between
Mumbai- Ahmedabad at a cost of about Rs 98,000 crore. The strategic pacts was inked after summit level talks between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Japanese counterpart Shinzo Abe during
which they also discussed international and regional issues of mutual importance including UN security reforms. Addressing a joint press
meet with Abe, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, that the decision
to introduce High Speed Rail on Mumbai-Ahmedabad sector through
Shinkansen is no less historic. He noted that Abe's extraordinary
package of approximately USD 12 billion and technical assistance, on
very easy terms, for this project was greatly appreciated. Mr. Modi,
said, the memorandum signed on civil nuclear energy cooperation is
more than just an agreement for commerce and clean energy.
Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has cleared purchase of Russian
S-400 air defence missile systems. The DAC has decided to buy 5
units of the S-400 Triumf air defence missile systems. S-400 Triumf
air defence missile systems are capable of destroying incoming hostile aircraft, missiles and even drones within a range of up to 400 km.
Army's demand for 571 light bullet-proof vehicles to be used in counter-insurgency and counter-terrorism operations has also been
cleared. The DAC has also given the go-ahead for the purchase of
120 trawls to be used on Russia-origin T-72 and T-90 tanks.
ISRO's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle PSLV-C29 has successfully
launched six satellites of Singapore, including the primary satellite
TeLEOS-1 weighing 400 kg, on December 16, 2015 from Satish
Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. The other five satellites were copassenger payloads. All the six payloads was launched into an orbit
of 549 km height inclined at an angle of 15 deg to the equator. This is
the eleventh flight of PSLV in 'core-alone' configuration (without the
use of solid strap-on motors).
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The
ground-breaking
ceremony
of
1800-kilometre-long
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline project
was recently held at Mary in Turkmenistan. TAPI gas pipeline project
is a proposed trans-national natural gas pipeline from Caspian Sea,
Turkmenistan to India through Afghanistan and Pakistan. The pipe
line connects central Asia with south Asia covering 1,800 km.
Turkmenistan is the world's fourth-largest gas reserves exporting
mainly to China



Special TADA court has granted bail to ULFA General Secretary Anup
Chetia in two cases in Guwahati. Altogether nine cases were registered against Chetia. The court granted bail to him on bonds of 5 Lakh
Rupees in each case. Recently Anup Chetia also announced that he
would join the peace process and assured not to take up arms again.



Saudi Arabia has launched Islamic Military Coalition, a new military
alliance of 34 Muslim nations to fight terrorism. The move is in pursuance of the objectives and principles of the charter of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). The joint operations centre of the coalition will be established in the Saudi capital, Riyadh.



UN Security Council has unanimously adopted a resolution to
increase sanctions against the Islamic State group and cut off its revenue flows. The resolution adopted calls on governments to ensure
they have adopted laws that make the financing of IS a serious criminal offence.



Playwright and novelist Cyrus Mistry's English novel "Chronicle of a
Corpse Bearer" and KR Meera's "Aarachar" in Malayalam are among
the works that have won the Sahitya Academy Awards 2015. "The
other two novelists who won the awards are Jaswinder Singh for
Punjabi and Madhu Acharya 'Ashawadi' for Rajasthani. Other than
this, 6 books, each of short stories and poetry have been chosen for
this year's award.
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